
Unit Name: Financial Literacy     

 
Author: Mary Ann Cassidy 

UNIT 

Subject:  Technology   Country: United States of America 

Course/Grade:  8  State/Group: NJ 

School: Egg Harbor Township Middle School 

UNIT SUMMARY 

Students take the Reality Checker, a self-assesment and exploration tool, at njcan.org 
website. Students select lifestyle options to find out how much money is needed to support 
self, and find occupations that match these lifestyle needs or create a lifestyle based upon 
occupation choice. Students use this information to create a pie chart and then complete a 
reflection document. 

UNIT RESOURCES 

Microsoft Word 
Microsoft Excel 
 

Internet Resource Links: 

https://njcis.intocareers.org/realitycheck/RC_introduction.aspx  

 STAGE ONE 

GOALS AND STANDARDS 
 

 8.1.8.A.1 Create professional documents using advanced features of a word processing program.  
 9.1.8.A.1 Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various 

benefits (e.g., medical benefits) are taken out of pay. 
 9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic 

conditions affect income 
 9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
 9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 
 9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending decisions 

 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

Students learn important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order 
for them to make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral 
component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve 
fulfilling, financially-secure, and successful careers. 



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
What is income and how does it relate to the way I will live? How do I communicate through 
technology? 
 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

Students will learn what it will cost them to pay for housing, food, clothes, transportation, 
and other items. They will determine how much money they need to earn to cover their 
expenses and then find out which occupations support this lifestyle. 

 

STAGE TWO 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 

 8.1.8.A.1 –Create a word document. Create an excel spreadsheet. 
 9.1.8.A.1 – Students choose how their health benefits will be paid in the reality 

checker. 
 9.1.8.A.2  Once the reality checker is completed, students see a relationship between how much 

they need to earn and what kind of jobs financially supports their lifestyle. 
 9.1.8.A.4  The reality checker shows the relationship between the lifestyle the student wants and 

amount of money they need to earn. 
 9.1.8.A.5 The Reality checker shows the correlation between occupation choice and an individual’s 

earning power. 
 9.1.8.A.6 The reality checker shows how how income affects spending decisions. 

 
OTHER EVIDENCE 

STAGE THREE 

LEARNING PLAN 

 9.1.8.A.1,2,4,6 – Students complete an exploration and self-assesment tool called Realitiy 
Checker at https://njcis.intocareers.org/realitycheck/RC_Totals.aspx Students determine their 
spending habits. Choices are made on housing, utilities, communications, entertainment, 
transportation, clothing, health care, entertainment, personal care, student loans, and money 
they would like to save. 

 9.1.8.A.5 – Once the Reality checker is completed, students are provided a list of 
careers that support their lifestyle. 

 8.1.8.A.1 –  
o Students create a pie chart in Excel using the monthly budget supplied by the reality 

checker. Students should have an overall understanding of their monthly 
expenditures.  

o Students create a reflection document that shows the information from the reality 
checker on how much their life will cost and a list three careers that support their 
lifestyle.Students summarize what this lesson taught them and if the choice in careers 
is realistic for them. 


